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Encouraging  Sober,  Honeft,  and 
Induftrious  SERVANTS, 


■— ^  HERE  are  few  Inconve- 
niencies  more  complained 
of  in  private  Families,  than 
the  Behaviour  of  Servants : 
It  would  be  tedious  and  unneceflary 
here  to  enter  into  a  Detail  of  what  one 
obferves  in  every  Neighbourhood,  and 
almoft  every  Houfe.  The  very  Change 
of  Faces,  if  there  were  nothing  more, 
is  very  difagreeable. 


But  the  Interefl  of  the  Public  is  of 
ftill  more  Importance.  The  ill  Exam¬ 
ples  and  ill  Effects  flowing  from  their 
Vices  and  Diforders  are  numberlefs : 
Perhaps,  it  is  not  eafy  to  point  out  any 
one  more  powerful  and  immediate  Caufe 
of  the  Loofenefs  and  Debauchery  of  the 
Common  People,  which  have  been  fo 
much  complained  of  from  the  Throne, 
from  the  Pulpit,  in  Parliament,  in  many 
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public  Societies,  and  generally  in  every 
private  Converfation. 

To  put  a  Stop  to  this  fo  fruitful  a 
Source  of  Mifchief,  cannot  therefore 
but  be  a  Thing  very  defireable  to  the 
Public.  Abfolutely  to  do  it,  is  impoffi- 
ble.  But  it  is  perfumed  the  World  will 
look  with  a  very  favourable  Eye,  upon 
any  Attempt  towards  obtaining  an  Effedl 
fo  much  wifhed  for. 

If  the  Parliament  could  have  enafted 
any  Punifhments  that  might  have  been 
adequate  to  this  Evil,  we  fhould  doubt- 
lefs  have  feen  fome  Laws  introduced 
for  that  Purpofe ;  efpecially  as  it  has 
been  a  growing  one,  and  has  of  late 
Years  fo  much  extended  itfelf  :  But, 
where  Punifhments  fail ,  or  cannot 
eafily  be  applied,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  confider  of  fome  other  Me¬ 
thods  more  effectual  and  more  pleafe*- 
ing,  and,  where  rough  Means  have  not 
prevailed,  to  try  what  Succefs  Rewards 
may  introduce.  Not  to  add,  how  juft 
and  necelfary  it  is,  that  a  Diftin&ion 
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Ihould  be  made  between  fuch  Servants, 
whofe  Behaviour  continues  to  approve 
them  honeft  and  induftrious,  and  iuclx 
as  are  perpetually  Ihifting  from  one  Ser¬ 
vice  to  another,  and  either  cannot,  or 
will  not,  behave  themfelves  well  but 
for  a  little  Space  of  Time. 

Thefe  Confiderations  prevailed  upon 
fome  private  Gentlemen,  towards  the 
End  of  the  Year  1751,  to  turn  their 
Thoughts  upon  this  Subjed;  and  a 
Scheme  was  drawn  up,  in  a  rough  Man¬ 
ner,  with  Intention  to  lay  it  before  feve- 
ral  other  Gentlemen,  in  order  to  have 
their  Opinion  upon  it. 

But  it  was  found  impracticable  to  com¬ 
municate  it  to  many  (efpecially  to  Per- 
fons  of  Diftindion)  in  Manufcript.  It 
was  therefore  thought  neceffary  to  put 
it  to  the  Prefs :  And  accordingly  a 
Pamphlet  was  publifhed,  intitled,  “  A 
C(  Propofal  for  the  Amendment  and  En- 
“  couragement  of  Servants.”  Printed 
for  Mr.  Shuckburgb  in  Fleet-Street,  1752. 
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liie  Delign  and  general  Purport  of 
diiit  Pamphlet  was  very  much  approved 
of}  but  the  Particulars  feemed  to  require 
great  Confideration  ;  and  it  was  thought 
that  many  Alterations  would  be  necef- 
fary,  and  feveral  Rules  might  be  laid 
down,  which  were  not  expreiTed  therein. 

This  occafioned  a  Meeting  of  feveral 
Gentlemen,  who,  after  feme  Confulta- 
tion,  agreed  to  open  a  Subfcription  for 
the  Purpofe,  and  to  carry  it  on  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  might  be  moil:  beneficial  to 
the  Public.  The  Refult  of  their  Con- 
verfation  (except  fuch  Matters  as  relate 
to  tranfadting  Buiinefs  among  themfelves) 
is  contained  in  the  following 


RULES  and  ORDERS. 

I.  1  hat  the  Subfcription,  which  has 
been  opened  by  this  Society,  be  con- 
dandy  kept  on  Foot,  for  the  Payment 
of  fuch  Sums  to  Servants  that  have  lived 
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long  in  a  Place,  and  in  fuch  Manner, 
as  hereafter  mentioned. 

H.  That  every  Servant,  of  each  Sex, 
who  fhall  live  in  one  Service  for  one 
whole  Year,  be  intitled  (fubje<5t  to  the 
following  Regulations)  to  receive  one 
Crown.  Every  one  who  fhall  have  lived 
two  Years  in  the  fame  Service  fhall 
receive  for  the  firft  Year  one  Crown,  and 
for  the  fecond  two  Crowns.  They 
that  have  lived  three  Years,  one  Crown 
for  the  firft  Year,  two  for  the  fecond, 
three  for  the  third,  and  fo  on  in  arithme¬ 
tical  Progreffion,  to  the  Number  of 
Years  hereafter  mentioned. 

III.  But,  becaufe  the  Application  for 
fuch  fmall  Sums,  as  one  or  two  Crowns, 
would  be  too  frequent,  and  very  trouble- 
fome  to  the  Society,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
of  little  Ufe, therefore  no  Servant  to  apply 
until  they  have  lived  three  Years  in  one 
Place;  at  which  time  they  may  receive 
fix  Crowns,  viz.  one  for  the  firft  Year, 
two  for  the  fecond,  and  three  for  the 
third,  as  before  mentioned  ;  fubjeft, 
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however,  to  fuch  Rules  as  may  here¬ 
after  be  laid  down. 

IV.  If  a  Servant  who  has  lived  feve- 
ral  Years  in  a  Place  chufes  not  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Money  in  final!  Paicels,  but 
to  let  it  run  on  to  a  larger  Sum,  he  or 
flie  may  come  at  the  End  of  any  Num¬ 
ber  of  Years  (after  the  three  firft)  and 
receive  for  as  many  Years  as  are  paffed  . 
Or,  if  he  or  flie  die  before  any  Appli¬ 
cation,  leaving  either  Hufband,  Wife, 
or  Child,  it  ihall  be  payable  to  his  or  her 
Executors  or  Adminiftrators,  provided 
they  apply  within  a  Twelvemonth  aftei 
his  or  her  Death, 

V.  Every  Perfon  applying  muft  deli¬ 
ver  in  a  Petition,  Narrative,  or  Infor¬ 
mation,  in  Writing,  containing  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  or  her  Service — with  whom 

_ when — where — how  long — in  what 

Capacity,  &c.  which  muft  be  fubfcribed 
by  a  Member  of  the  Society,  recom¬ 
mending  the  fame,  and  by  two  fubftan- 

tial  Perfons  known  to  fome  of  the  So¬ 
ciety 


(  9  ) 

ciety,  attesting  that  they  believe  the  fame 
to  be  true. 

VI.  If  any  Matter  or  Miftrefs  fhall 
think  fit  to  complain,  or  enter  a  Caveat 
with  the  Secretary,  againft  any  Servant 
for  grofs  Mifbehaviour,  fuch  Complaint, 
if  well-founded,  ihall  totally  deprive 
the  faid  Servant  of  any  Gratuity  which 
he  or  the  might expedr  from  the  Society. 

VII.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  Cavilling  and  Difputes, 
Servants  are  not  abfolutely  to  be  intitled, 
nor  to  have  any  Claim  upon  the  Society, 
but  as  a  mere  Bounty  and  Gratuity;  they 
are  to  receive  it  only  by  the  Dire&ion  of 

the  Board,  after  all  Circumftances  con- 
fidered. 

VIII.  That  the  Society  may  not  be 
over  -  burthened,  no  Reward  fhall  be 
given  for  more  than  fourteen  Years  Ser¬ 
vice,  fo  that  no  Servant  will  receive  above 
the  Sum  of  105  Crowns,  i,  e.  25  Guineas. 

IX.  That  no  Servant  fhall  be  admitted 
to  apply  for  this  Bounty,  unlefs  .he  or 
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the  have  firft,  in  order  thereto*  regi~ 
ftered  him  or  her  felf  in  the  Books  of  the 
Society  (at  Mr.  Shuckburgti s),  thereby 
giving  Notice  of  the  Service  which  he 
or  the  hath  entered  into,  and  of  his  or 
her  Intention  to  have  the  Computation 
of  his  or  her  Service  to  run  on  from 
from  that  Time,  i.  e.  from  the  Quarter- 
Day  next  following ;  in  order  that  he 
or  the  may,  if  properly  qualified  in  other 
Refpe&s,  thereafter  become  a  Candi¬ 
date  for  the  Bounty. 

X.  For  this  Entry  in  the  Regifter 
they  are  to  pay  One  Shilling,  as  a  Fee  to 
the  Secretary,  for  the  firft  Year,  and  Six 
Pence  for  every  following  Year,  fo  long 
as  they  defire  to  keep  their  Names  upon 
the  Books.  On  Default  of  annual  Pay¬ 
ment,  to  be  ftruck  off,  unlefs  reafonable 
Caufe  to  the  contrary. 

XI.  No  Man-Servant  to  enter  himfelf 
in  the  Books  before  his  Age  of  eighteen 
Years,  nor  Woman  -Servantbefore  her  Age 
of  fixteen  :  Or,  if  they  do,  yet  no  Ser¬ 
vice  to  be  allowed  for  before  that  Time. 
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A  T  ABLE  ewing  the  Sums  which 
[each  Servant  may  receive. 


Each  Servant  may  receive  at  the  End  of 


Three  Years  — 
Four  * — 

Five  — 


c ' 
fcix 


Seven 

Eight 


/. 

s. 

/. 

s. 

I 

10 

Nine  Years  — 

ir 

5 

2 

10 

Ten  —  . — 

*3 

*5 

3 

15 

Eleven  — 

16 

10 

5 

5 

Twelve 

19 

10 

7 

0 

Thirteen  — 

22 

IS 

9 

0 

Fourteen  — 

26 

5 

i.  e.  25  Guineas. 


Such  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  as  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  encourage  this  Undertaking  are 
defired  to  fend  their  Contributions  to 

Mr.  Shuckburgh ,  Bookfeller,  in  Fleet- 
Street. 


N.  B.  That  no  lefs  a  Sum  than  a 
Subfcription  of  Two  Guineas  a 
Year  (during  Pleafure),or  Twenty 
Pounds  at  any  one  Time,  confti- 
tutes  the  Subfcriber  a  Member  of 
the  faid  Society. 
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